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along the Isthmus of Panama, thus connecting
the Andes with the mountain system of North
America; and the Atrato, draining its eastern
watershed, falls into the Gulf of Darien or Uraba.
The Atrato is separated from the much longer
and more important Cauca valley by a cordillera
which, in its northern part, was known to the
early Spanish explorers as the Sierra de Abibe. A
lofty cordillera, called the Sierra de Pijaos, divides
the Cauca from the Magdalena valley. Lastly,
the Eastern Cordillera, covering a much wider
area, has the Magdalena on one side and the vast
tropical forest of Venezuela, chiefly in the basin
of the River Meta, on the other.

This magnificent region of snowy mountains,
noble rivers, and rich tropical vegetation was well
peopled by numerous tribes, both on the coastl
and in the river valleys. The central river, Cauca,
was inhabited by several tribes, often at war with
each other, who had made some advances in the
arts and crafts.2 The Armas andQuimbayas3 appear

1  Three hundred miles of coast facing the Cambean Sea, besides
the Pacific coast.

2  An interesting monograph on the Quimbayas, by Ernesto
Restrepo Tirado, was published at Bogota in 1912.

3  Described by Cieza de Leon, who served under Vadillo and
Robledo in the first discovery of the Cauca valley.    See my trans-
lation of his Cronica, printed for the Hakluyt Society in 1864.